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widening circles, not restricted to Germany and
Switzerland, have fallen under its spell.
The kingdom of Kronos has been overthrown.
Ananke, cc der gezwungene Zwang," whom Spitteler
boldly conceives as masculine—a ruthless automaton
in an iron mask, the ultimate power, the last instance
in the poets' cosmogony—has issued &fiat that a new
dynasty of gods shall be established in Kronos' place.
These gods slumber as yet in the depths of Erebos,
unconscious of the high destiny that awaits them.
Hades, the king of the underworld, awakens them
with difficulty, and announces to them the decree of
the Eternal Necessity. The sleep-sodden gods rub
their eyes and prepare for the journey to Olympos.
And this journey, Die Auffahrt, is the theme of the
first book of the epic. A more grandiose pilgrimage
the literature of the world has not to show. With
unflagging interest, with inexhaustible variety, through
a wonderland which is, after all, only Spitteler's own
splendid Alpine land, we are shown the new gods
wending their way to the upper world and the sun.
And what a real, living company they are! The
future rulers of the world are no shadows of the clas-
sical tradition, no marble museum-gods, but, as has
been well said, have a considerable strain of Swiss
peasant blood in their veins. On their way upwards
they fall in with Kronos, the dispossessed, who
resolves to make one more attempt to regain his
throne, only to be hurled into the abyss by an aval-
anche of stones. In the upper world the new gods
are received by Hebe, who leads them to the castle
of Uranos, from which they pass to Olympos.
The second book of the epic, Hera die Braut, deals
with the wooing of Heta, an Amazonian Brunhilda
rather than a Juno. She falls, not to the victorious
Apollo, but by the intrigue of Ananke and his daughter
Gorgo, to the unscrupulous Zeus, who thus becomes
the head of the new dynasty. With the attainment
of Olympos and the establishment of Zeus on his

